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Art Unit: 3635 

DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to the applicant's patent application filed on 1/23/2004. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 4-8 are objected to because of the following informalities: the preamble of 
claims 4-8 are inconsistent with their independent claim 1 . Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claims 8 and 14 are objected to because of the following informalities: a citation 
"the mounting section" does not have antecedent basic. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 8 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. (See also objection above); It is unclear which "the 
mounting section" applicant refers to; examiner believes the applicant meant "the 
locating section" instead. Clarification is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



Application/Control Number: 10/764.397 
Art Unit: 3635 



Page 3 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1- 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 7.010,894 to Cappelle. 
Claim 1: 

Cappelle discloses a ceiling panel 2comprising a first major surface, a second 
major surface and at least two edges extending therebetween; recesses 36 
extending from the first major surface in a direction toward the second major surface, 
each recess having an interior wall and a bottom surface; hook members 32, each hook 
member having a locating section 17 which cooperates with and engages the interior 
wall of a recess 36 to precisely locate the hook member, and a hook section 32 which 
cooperates with a ceiling grid member 5 to mount the ceiling panel to a ceiling grid (see 
Figs. 9-10 and 12). 
Claim 2: 

Wherein the at least two edges are oppositely facing and parallel to each other 
and the interior wall of each recess is offset from the at least two edges and is 
positioned parallel thereto. 

Claim 3: 

Wherein the bottom surface of each recess is offset from the first major surface 
and is positioned parallel thereto. 
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Claim 4: 

Wherein each hook member has an attachment section 9 that cooperates with 
the first major surface to secure and maintain the hook members in position on the 
panel. 

Claim 5: 

Wherein each attachment section has openings 14 in which screws are received. 
Claim 7: 

Wherein the recesses extend from each of the at least two edges in a direction 
toward an opposing edge. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in tliis or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Pat. No. 2.066,205 to Keating. 
Claim 1: 

Keating discloses a ceiling panel 2 comprising a first major surface, a second 
major surface and at least two edges extending therebetween; recesses (wherein a 
hook member 7 inserts) extending from the first major surface in a direction toward the 
second major surface, each recess having an interior wall and a bottom surface; hook 
members 7, each hook member having a locating section 13 which cooperates with and 
engages the interior wall of a recess to precisely locate the hook member, and a hook 
section 26 which cooperates with a ceiling grid member 4 to mount the ceiling panel to a 
ceiling grid (see Figs. 1 , 3 and 7-8). 

Claim 2: 
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Wherein the at least two edges are oppositely facing and parallel to each other 
and the interior wall of each recess is offset from the at least two edges and is 
positioned parallel thereto. 

Claim 3: 

Wherein the bottom surface of each recess is offset from the first major surface 
and is positioned parallel thereto. 
Claim 8: 

As best understood, wherein the locating section, the bottom wall, and the 
interior wall form a grid member receiving cavity which receives a grid member therein. 

Claims 9-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat. 
No. 6.389,771 to Moller. 
Claim 9: 

Moller discloses a ceiling panel system (Fig. 1) comprising a grid network having 
a plurality of grid members 10, each grid member having a support member S (see 
attached Fig. 2) and flanges F extending from the support member, a panel 1 3 having at 
least two edges extending between a first major surface and a second major surface 
and a locating member 17 provided on the first major surface, a hook member 19 
having a locating section L (see attached Fig. 4) which cooperates with and engages 
with the locating member of the panel to precisely locate the mounting member relative 
to the panel and the grid member, whereby the panel is accurately mounted to the grid 
member (see col. 3, lines 1-15). 



Application/Control Number: 10/764,397 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3635 

Claim 10: 

Wlierein tlie locating member 17 is a recess (see col. 3, line 6) which extends 
from the first major surface of the panel toward the second major surface of the panel, 
the recess having an interior wall which is precisely located on the first major surface 
(see Fig. 3). 

Claim 11: 

Wherein the at least two edges are oppositely facing and parallel to each other 
and the interior wall of each recess is offset from the at least two edges and is 
positioned parallel thereto. 

Claim 12: 

Wherein the recess extends from a first edge of the at least two edges In a 
direction toward a second opposing edge of the at least two edges. 
Claim 13: 

Wherein the hook member 1 9 has a locating section L which cooperates with and 
engages the interior wall of the recess to precisely locate the hook member and a hook 
section H (see attached Fig, 4) which cooperates with the flanges of a grid member to 
mount the panel to the grid network (see Figs. 1-4). 

Claim 14: 

Best understood, wherein the recess has a locating section, the bottom wall, and 
the interior wall form a grid member receiving cavity which receives a grid member 
therein. 

Claim 15: 
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Wherein the hook member has an attachment section 20 that indirectly 
cooperates with the first major surface to secure and maintain the hook member in 
position on the panel. 

Claim 16: 

Wherein the hook member is made from extruded aluminum (col. 3, line 4). 
Claim 17: 

Moller discloses a ceiling panel system (Fig. 1) comprising a grid network having 
a plurality of grid members 10, each grid member having a support member S (see 
attached Fig. 2) and flanges F extending from the support member, a plurality of panels 
13, each panel having a separate hook member 19 mounted thereto, the panel and 
hook member cooperating to fomi a grid member receiving cavity, the hook member 
having a hook section H (see attached Fig. 4, which cooperates with a flange of a grid 
member to accurately mounted to the grid network (see col. 3, lines 1-15). 

Claim 18: 

Wherein each panel has a first major surface, a second major surface, at least 
two edges extending therebetween and a recess extending from the first major surface 
toward the second major surface. 

Claim 19: 

Wherein the recess is defined by a bottom surface and an interior wall, the 
interior wall being offset from a first of the at least two edges and is positioned parallel 
thereto. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Pat. 

No. 7,010,894 to Cappelle. 

Claim 6: 

Cappelle discloses the basic structures as stated but does not expressly disclose 
wherein the hook members are made from extruded aluminum. However, this feature 
would have been a matter of obvious design choice to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have such hook members made out of aluminum, for 
corrosion free and lightweight purposes. Furthermore, applicant has not disclosed the 
criticality of this feature. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Chi Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6847. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached at (571) 272-6842. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomnation for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pairdirect.usDto.aov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197. 
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